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Mark Meo is Professor of Geography and Research Affiliate with the Oklahoma 
Climatological Survey at the University of Oklahoma. His research interests include 
environmental policy analysis and innovation, technological innovation of energy 
systems, watershed management and decision making, and sustainable development. At 
present, he is collaborating with Prof. Scott Greene on renewable energy issues and is a 
co-investigator in the joint OU-LSU NOAA-sponsored research project, the Southern 
Climate Impacts Planning Program. Prof. Meo joined the OU faculty in 1985 after 
completing a 2-year postdoctoral fellowship in marine policy at the Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution. From 1985 to 2009, Meo was Professor of Civil Engineering 
and Environmental Science and a Science and Public Policy Research Fellow. He served 
as Director of the Science and Public Policy Program from 1995-2000. In that capacity, 
he secured several million dollars in competitive research awards to support cross-
disciplinary teams that included faculty members from five OU colleges, Oklahoma State 
University, and several corporate partners, including Conoco, DuPont, and GE. Meo 
holds a B.A. degree in biology from Northeastern University; an M.S. in marine sciences 
from Louisiana State University, and a Ph.D. in ecology and environmental policy 
analysis from the University of California at Davis.  
 
Prof. Meo’s interest in multidisciplinary projects began when he designed and tested a 
wetlands-based system that treated and cleaned organic wastewater from a Gulf 
menhaden fishmeal production plant in coastal Louisiana. While in California working on 
his doctorate, he took courses in ecology, economics, engineering, and political science 
(among others), and designed a parametric programming optimization model to 
determine the economic and energetic feasibility of producing fuel ethanol from 
conventional and unconventional (e.g. Jerusalem artichokes, sweet sorghum) crops and 
residues in the Sacramento Valley. As a Research Fellow at OU, Meo worked in research 
projects across a variety of academic fields. For example, he convened a conference on 
potential climate change impacts in the southern United States, developed lifecycle-based 
decision rules for greenhouse gas analysis, evaluated coal and natural gas-fired 
combined-cycle turbine technologies, studied environmental policy innovation in Tulsa, 
OK and headed up a project that examined policy options in the contested OK-AR 
Illinois River watershed. Meo’s research activities have been supported by the U.S. DOE, 
EPA, NOAA, NSF, and the State of Oklahoma. In a related manner, his teaching interests 
have included energy and natural resources management and sustainability policy issues. 
Prof. Meo has served as principal and/or co-principal investigator on $8.13 million in 
sponsored research. 
 


